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Please join us on Sunday for the service
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A question that has arisen in the church is:
Is Christmas a pagan holiday?

From: https://www.gotquestions.org/
No, Christmas is not a pagan holiday. Christmas is the Christian remembrance and

celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Christians believe that, in Christ, God entered
the human race and so deserves the title Immanuel or “God With Us” (Matthew 1:23).
Even so, some say that various Christmas traditions have pagan origins, so the
question is legitimate.

The pagan origins of Christmas are far from certain. The winter solstice, often tied
with Christmas, never falls on December 25. Likewise, Saturnalia, which has also been
proposed as the origin of Christmas, was never celebrated on December 25. Other
Christmas symbols, such as trees and candles, may have had some pagan
connotations, but these are so common in human experience that it can hardly be
claimed that their use was ever exclusive to paganism.

Second, the meaning of any word, symbol, or custom is determined by current
usage, not origin. Many words and practices have departed from their origins and no
longer mean anything close to what they once did. For instance, the swastika has been
around for thousands of years as a symbol of good fortune. However, it would be
absolute foolishness for a person to decorate his home today with swastikas based on
their “real meaning.” The swastika has been so thoroughly identified with the horrors
of the Holocaust that, in the current culture, it is a symbol for anti-Semitism and all
things evil. The original meaning of the symbol is completely irrelevant.

Finally, when we make ourselves the final arbiters of which parts of the Bible are to
be interpreted literally, we elevate ourselves above God. Who is to say, then, that one
person’s interpretation of a biblical event or truth is any more or less valid than
another’s? The confusion and distortions that would inevitably result from such a
system would essentially render the Scriptures null and void. The Bible is God’s Word
to us and He meant it to be believed—literally and completely.

Although not written about Christmas, Romans 14:5–6 seems to apply: “One
person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day
alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards one
day as special does so to the Lord.” If an individual Christian does not feel comfortable
with some or all aspects of the celebration of Christmas, that Christian should do what
he or she believes to be right. He should not judge others who believe and celebrate
differently, nor should the others judge him, when no clear biblical guideline is
involved.

December 2022, at Capital Bible Church
Date Time Event
Sunday, 4th December 9.30 am Family Prayer October

10 am Family Worship Service
speaker: Matthew
Speaking on Ecclesiastes 7
Above the Sun

Tuesday, 8th,December 7.30pm Prayer Meeting at the church

Sunday, 11th December 9.30 am Family Prayer
10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: Pete Locke
Speaking on Ecclesiastes 9
Men’s' Future State

Tuesday, 15th December 7.30pm Prayer Meeting at the church
Sunday, 18th December 9.30 am Family Prayer

10am Family Worship Service
Speaker: Ian Daley
Speaking on Ecclesiastes 12
The End of it All

Tuesday, 22nd December 7.30pm Creation Meeting at the church
Sunday 25thDecember 10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: TBA
Speaking on TBA

Tuesday, 29th December 7.00pm Prayer Meeting at the church
Sunday, 1st January 10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: Karl
Speaking on TBA

See also: www.cbc.sn.au/calendar

* Saturday & Tuesday Night Bible Studies – See Karl Irving for Details
* Women’s Bible Study- Thursday mornings – See Judy Irving for details.

https://www.gotquestions.org/
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%201.23
https://www.gotquestions.org/Christmas-Saturnalia.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2014.5%E2%80%936

