
Romans 4:13-25

Romans 4:13
13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the 
world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, 
but through the righteousness of faith. 

The relationship between Abraham and God was simply that 
God made a promised and Abraham believed on that 
promise.

Abraham was circumcised 14 years after entering the 
promise land.  And the Law came in 430 years after entering 
the promise land.



Romans 4:14-15 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, 
faith is made void and the promise is nullified; 15 for the Law 
brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is 
no violation.

Consider a marriage. Your relationship with your spouse; it 
should not be on the basis of law, such as thou shalt not kill; 
or, thou shalt not commit adultery or bear false witness.  The  
central thing should be of love.



Romans 4:15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there 
is no law, there also is no violation.

The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah are not imputed because 
those sins were not classified under any law

Romans 5:12-14
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the 
world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men, because all sinned— 13 for until the Law sin was in the 
world, but sin is not imputed when there is no 
law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, 
even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the 
offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Those of Sodom who died, died because of their inherited 
virus of sin from Adam and Eve.



Romans 4:16-18 16 Therefore it is of faith that it might 
be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to 
all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to 
those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of 
us all 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many 
nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—
God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which 
do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in 
hope believed, so that he became the father of many 
nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 

Abraham is the example for all Christians that we should 
appeal to as an example of our faith.



God told Abraham to leave his country 

Genesis 12:1-4

12 Now the Lord had said to Abram:

“Get out of your country,
From your family
And from your father’s house,
To a land that I will show you.
2 I will make you a great nation;
I will bless you
And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4 So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot 
went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he departed from Haran.



Abraham goes down to Egypt and misleads pharaoh about 
Sarah being his wife by saying she was his sister (a half truth)

Abram in Egypt
10 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down 
to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was severe in the 
land. 11 And it came to pass, when he was close to entering 
Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, “Indeed I know that 
you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 12 Therefore it will 
happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 
‘This is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you 
live. 13 Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me 
for your sake, and that I may live because of you.”



Abraham is blessed by Melchizedek- He gave a tenth of all he 
had as a form of worship to the God most high

Genesis 14:18-20
18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and 
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed 
him and said:

“Blessed be Abram of God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
20 And blessed be God Most High,
Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”

Jesus prophesied to be a priest of the order of Melchizedek

Hebrews 7:1-3

7 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High 
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the 
kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth 
part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and 
then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 without 
father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of 
God, remains a priest continually.



God makes a special Covenant with Abram

Genesis 15

God’s Covenant with Abram

15 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward.”
2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; 
indeed one born in my house is my heir!”
4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This 
one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your 
own body shall be your heir.” 5 Then He brought him outside 
and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you 
are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall 
your descendants be.”
6 And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for 
righteousness.

Abram = Father of many

Abraham = Father of multitudes

Was Abraham delusional?



7 Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out 
of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.”
8 And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit 
it?”
9 So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-
year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” 10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut 
them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece 
opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. 11 And 
when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove 
them away.
12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 
Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon 
him. 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your 
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and 
will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred 
years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; 
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 Now 
as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be 
buried at a good old age. 16 But in the fourth generation they 
shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete.”



17 And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was 
dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a 
burning torch that passed between those pieces. 18 On the 
same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying:

“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates— 19 the Kenites, 
the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, 
the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, 
and the Jebusites.”



Abraham’s Faith Confirmed with Isaac

22 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested 
Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!”

And he said, “Here I am.”
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.”
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose 
and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on 
the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar 
off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we 
will come back to you.”  5 And Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and 
worship, and we will come back to you.”



6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac 
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!”

And he said, “Here I am, my son.”

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went 
together.



19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own 
body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years 
old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver 
at the promise of God through unbelief, but was 
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully 
convinced that what He had promised He was also able to 
perform. 22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.”

Abraham is the example for all Christians, that we should 
appeal to as an example of our faith.



What are the promises we are to believe?

Some of the promises of God in the New Testament are:

God promised salvation to all who believe in His Son 
(Romans 1:16–17). There is no greater blessing than the free 
gift of God’s salvation.

God promised that all things will work out for good for His 
children (Romans 8:28). This is the broader picture that keeps  
us from being dismayed by present circumstances.

God promised comfort in our trials (2 Corinthians 1:3–4). He 
has a plan, and one day we will be able to share the comfort 
we receive.

God promised new life in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
Salvation is the beginning of a brand-new existence.

God promised every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 
1:3). Whereas, in the Old Testament, Israel had the promise 
of physical blessing, the church today has been promised 
spiritual blessings “in the heavenly realms.” Our inheritance 
is reserved for us (1 Peter 1:4).
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God promised to finish the work He started in us (Philippians 
1:6). God does nothing in half measures. He started the work 
in us, and He will be sure to complete it.

God promised peace when we pray (Philippians 4:6–7). His 
peace is protection. It will “guard your hearts and your minds  
in Christ.”

God promised to supply our needs (Matthew 
6:33; Philippians 4:19). Not that we get everything we want, 
but our needs will be taken care of. We are more valuable 
than the birds, and our Heavenly Father feeds them 
(Matthew 6:26).

Jesus’ promises in the Gospels.

Jesus promised rest (Matthew 11:28–30). Burdens are lifted 
at Calvary.

Jesus promised abundant life  to those who follow Him (John 
10:10). Following Jesus brings us more spiritual fulfillment 
than we could have anticipated. We leave boring behind.

Jesus promised eternal life to those who trust Him (John 
4:14). The Good Shepherd also promised to hold us securely: 
“No one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:28).
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Jesus promised His disciples power from on high (Acts 1:8). In  
this power, they “turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6, 
ESV).

Jesus promised that He will return for us (John 14:2–3). From 
then on, we will be with Him always.

There are many more promises of God that could be listed. 
All of them find their ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ, “the 
radiance of God’s glory” (Hebrews 1:3). “No matter how 
many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ” (2 
Corinthians 1:20).

Our relationship with God is based in us trusting in the 
promises of God,

18  who, contrary to hope [or in hope against hope], in hope 
believed, so that he became the father of many nations, 
according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants 
be.”
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