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Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher

of our faith
Hebrews 12:2

Please join us on Sunday for the service



A question that has been asked in the past few months is:

Can/should we interpret the Bible literally?

Not only can we take the Bible literally, but we must take the Bible literally. This is the

only way to determine what God really is trying to communicate to us. When we read

any piece of literature, but especially the Bible, we must determine what the author

intended to communicate. Many today will read a verse or passage of Scripture and

then give their own definitions to the words, phrases, or paragraphs, ignoring the

context and author’s intent. But this is not what God intended, which is why God tells

us to correctly handle the Word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

One reason we should take the Bible literally is because the Lord Jesus Christ took it

literally. Whenever the Lord Jesus quoted from the Old Testament, it was always clear

that He believed in its literal interpretation. As an example, when Jesus was tempted

by Satan in Luke 4, He answered by quoting the Old Testament. If God’s commands

in Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:13, and 6:16 were not literal, Jesus would not have used them

and they would have been powerless to stop Satan’s mouth, which they certainly did.

The disciples also took the commands of Christ (which are part of the Bible) literally.

Jesus commanded the disciples to go and make more disciples in Matthew 28:19-20.

In Acts 2 and following, we find that the disciples took Jesus’ command literally and

went throughout the known world of that time preaching the gospel of Christ and

telling them to "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:31).

Just as the disciples took Jesus’ words literally, so must we. How else can we be sure

of our salvation if we do not believe Him when He says He came to seek and save the

lost (Luke 19:10), pay the penalty for our sin (Matthew 26:28), and provide eternal life

(John 17:3)?

Although we take the Bible literally, there are still figures of speech within its pages.

An example of a figure of speech would be that if someone said "it is raining cats and

dogs outside," you would know that they did not really mean that cats and dogs were

falling from the sky. They would mean it is raining really hard. There are figures of

speech in the Bible which are not to be taken literally, but those are obvious.

(See Psalm 17:8 for example.)

Finally, when we make ourselves the final arbiters of which parts of the Bible are to be

interpreted literally, we elevate ourselves above God. Who is to say, then, that one

person’s interpretation of a biblical event or truth is any more or less valid than

another’s? The confusion and distortions that would inevitably result from such a

system would essentially render the Scriptures null and void. The Bible is God’s Word

to us and He meant it to be believed—literally and completely.

November 2022, at Capital Bible Church
Date Time Event

Sunday, 6th November 9.30 am Family Prayer October

10 am Family Worship Service

speaker: Frank Giorgi

Speaking on Psalm 118

Christ the Chief Cornerstone

Tuesday, 8th, November 7.30pm Prayer Meeting at the church

Sunday, 13th November 9.30 am Family Prayer

10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: Ian Daley

Speaking on Ecclesiastes 1

No satisfaction to men's heart

Tuesday, 15th November 7.30pm Prayer Meeting at the church

Sunday, 20th November 9.30 am Family Prayer

10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: Pete Locke

Speaking on Ecclesiastes 3-4

What the Observer Perceived

Tuesday, 22nd November 7.30pm Creation Meeting at the church

Sunday 27th November 10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: Karl Irving

Speaking on Ecclesiastes 5

A Solemn Warning

Tuesday, 29th November 7.00pm Prayer Meeting at the church

Sunday, 4th December 10am Family Worship Service

Speaker: Matthew

Speaking on Ecclesiastes 7

Above the Sun

See also: www.cbc.sn.au/calendar

* Saturday & Tuesday Night Bible Studies – See Karl Irving for Details

* Women’s Bible Study- Thursday mornings – See Judy Irving for details.


